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making three or four dips of the paddle on the right
side, and then as many on the left side,—but with
so meuch dexterity and swiftness that their canoes
seem to fly over the water. After having examined
everything attentively, we judged that these Savages
had struck their blow and were retreating; never-
theless, we kept on our guard, and traveled more
slowly, in order not to meet them. But, when we
had once reached the Mississipi, we went on by
hard paddling. At last, on the 1oth of September I
arrived at my dear mission in perfect health, after
five months’ absence.

I say nothing to you of the joy that we all had in
meeting again; you can judge how great it was on
both sides. But when there was discussion about
keeping the promise that I had made to the
Peonarias of going to live with them, the Frenchmen
and the Savages opposed it,—apparently because
they were accustomed to my ways and do not like
changes. Accordingly, Father de Ville was sent
there in my place. This Father, who had been a
short time with us, has now proved by his zeal, by
his ability to win the Savages, and by the improve-
ment that he is making among them, that God
appointed him to this Mission, not having judged
me worthy of it.

When I had returned to my Mission, I blessed
God for the favors which he had heaped upon it
during my absence. That year, there had been an
abundant harvest of corn and of wild oats. Besides
the beauty of the place, we also have salt-springs
in the neighborhood, which are of great benefit to us.
Cows have just been brought to us which will render
us the same service in tillage that the oxen render in



